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Renee Torbenson said her son, Ryan (Torbenson) Waddick,
was always very eager to learn — no matter the subject. He
especially relished opportunities to add quirky and trivial facts

into conversations.
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Waddick was only one credit shy of his certificate in Geographic
Information Science (GIS), when a brain tumor tragically took his
life in 2016. He was 32.

For anyone fortunate enough to come in contact with Waddick, he
was as much a teacher as a learner.

Waddick was born with Neurofibromitosis, and for the first 28 years of
his life, the symptoms were manageable. Soon after he began studying
at Saint Mary’s, a brain tumor began to affect his vision and balance.

“He would take a class and have to drop out for a semester to undergo
medical treatments,” Torbenson said. “But he just kept persisting. He
never really wanted to be defined by his illness or his health challenges.

He didn’t want that kind of attention.”

John Ebert, program director for the M.S. in Data Intelligence and
GeoAnalytics program, said Waddick
never saw his illness as a hindrance

but instead more of a motivation.

“He confronted challenges and worked
through them,” he said. “He had a lot
of grit. He didn’t let his physical

disability prevent him from doing _?‘f ~v 3m
what he wanted to accomplish.” ;P

For these reasons, Waddick was
awarded his certificate posthumously.
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continued on page 2
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Ryan Waddick Memorial
Scholarship ...

Greta Poser, associate professor in the GIS program, said
the lessons Waddick taught her were the virtues
of kindness, gratitude, and hope — even in the midst

of challenges.

And now Waddick’s family has set up a scholarship

in his name to benefit graduate students who may be
overcoming challenges of their own. They’ll soon have an
opportunity to meet the first two recipients.

Torbenson said that her son has often been described
as genuine, kind, persistent, determined, grateful, and
appreciative. But there was also a more humorous side
to Waddick. “He had a real dry wit,” she said. “He loved
everything from political satire to Bob Dylan. We
could always count on him, even during his illness,
to make us laugh, even in the most difficult situations.

He never complained.”

Torbenson and her husband, Pat Waddick, said a scholarship
was a way for them to honor their son’s positivity, persistent
attitude, and his love of learning. “He had a great experience
at Saint Mary’s,” she said. “He already had a degree in
geography and had an interest in history and mapping

and computers, so studying GIS really seemed to spark his
interests. He really felt it was a positive place, and he enjoyed
his professors. They were always encouraging.

“It was a natural thing to try to help somebody else who is
pursuing a graduate degree and needs some financial help,”
Torbenson said. “We wanted to honor his memory

in a positive way.”

The Ryan Waddick Memorial Scholarship will provide an
annual source of financial assistance for graduate students
attending Saint Mary’s Twin Cities Campus who have a
financial need and who are pursuing a degree or program
certificate through the School of Business and Technology.

Candidates are asked to write an essay about any personal
challenge they’ve had.

For Waddick’s parents, there’s a great comfort in knowing
their son’s legacy will live on in these students.

“Our hope is to help someone move forward and get
through something,” Torbenson said. “It’s a way to keep

his memory alive.”
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Wiser helps to leave the world a better place

Chuck Wiser '56 has been in downsizing mode. In
retirement, he’s sold off his homes and given away
many of his possessions. He now splits his year
between St. Paul and Florida. He relishes in the fact
his life is simpler (and that he spends his winters in a
significantly warmer climate).

After a successful career in the Navy (more than
three years active duty followed by more than 16
years in the Navy Reserve, retiring as a Commander)
and banking and travel (a remarkable 40 years), he’s
focusing on helping others.

“You do what you can,” he said. “If you do well in life,
you’ve got to do something purposeful with your
money, not just spend it on yourself — if you can find
programs where people are being helped by it.”

He and his late wife, Mary, had long supported
underserved populations. A social worker, Mary
became the director of volunteer services at Courage
Center in Golden Valley, Minn. “l became more
involved with diverse communities because of

her,” Chuck said.

About 25 years ago, the couple, who then owned a
home in Scottsdale, Ariz., met an African American
Franciscan, the Rev. Jim Goode, through their church
during Black History Month. They became interested
in his organization, Solid Ground Ministry out of

New York, which helps the homeless and the poor,
particularly African American and Puerto Rican
families. Though Mary passed away 17 years ago,
Wiser continues to believe in and support

this organization.

A few years ago, Wiser heard about Saint Mary’s First
Generation Initiative (FGI) but felt his philanthropic
funds were already committed.

Once a member of the Saint Mary’s baseball team,
Wiser sponsored a locker for he and one of his
teammates in the new baseball clubhouse at the
university. At that time, he became reacquainted
with the university and learned more about the FGI
program. As a first-generation student himself, it
sparked his interest.

“It's feeding the same kind of population,” he said.
“What it’s doing is providing someone with an
opportunity they wouldn’t otherwise have. The FGI
program just kind of picks up where some of these
other programs | work with leave off.”

Wiser began supporting FGI but — because of his
downsizing — was able to increase his gift to $10,000
this year. He believes it’s a worthy investment. “When
these kids go to school, the first semester is the
hardest adjustment,” he said. “They go in with limited
resources. The idea of bringing them down to campus
to get familiar [through the summer Countdown to
College program] is great. For many, it’s the first time
they’ve been away from home, and it gets them a
little more acclimated to what they’re going to run
into, so their chances of succeeding are much more
than if they were coming in cold.”

He said it is reaffirming to know graduates of the
program serve as role models to younger family
members and friends. “Those who struggle to get
through appreciate what people have done for them,
and then they go back and help somebody else.”
Wiser said. “Having a role model is so critical.”

Though the Lasallian commitment to service and
community wasn’t defined as Lasallian back when
Wiser was a student, he says he always knew the
Christian Brothers cared about their students.

A native Chicagoan, Wiser chose Saint Mary’s
because he wanted to play sports and get a
good education. “And, coming from De La Salle
[Institute], | liked the Christian Brothers and their
approach,” he said. “At the time, 90% of faculty
at Saint Mary’s were Christian Brothers. The
percentage of Ph.D.s among faculty members
was higher than the University of Minnesota. We
had a lot of very bright people and very good
people. | enjoyed my stay there.”

Wiser’s philanthropic motto is simple: “Think
of all of the billions of people who have

lived throughout history,” he said. “So much
emphasis has been put on doing things to
better yourself, rather than doing good for
somebody else. It’s about leaving this world a
little better place.”



Saint Mary’s University receives $1.7 million
grant to develop character and virtue
programs for educational administrators

Saint Mary’s University of
Minnesota has been awarded a
$1,732,643 grant from The Robert
D. and Patricia E. Kern Family
Foundation for the university’s
School of Education Character
and Virtue Initiative.

Using grant funding, Saint
Mary’s will develop an enhanced
curriculum for current and future
educational leaders that places
a strong emphasis on moral
character, virtue, and ethics.

The course content will be
enhanced using the University
of Birmingham’s (UK) Jubilee
Centre for Character and

Virtue framework. It will be
customized to align with the
Lasallian Virtues of a Teacher
and the Cardinal Virtues matrix
already informing the university’s
mission and practices.

“Saint Mary’s is a Lasallian
Catholic university with a strong
reputation for preparing the
majority of our state’s educators
and educational administrators,
and — thanks to this generous
grant from the Kern Family —
we will strengthen the licensing
programs for principals and
superintendents, as well as
directors of special education,
by placing character and
virtue education philosophies
and practices into current
programming,” said Father James
P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D., president of
Saint Mary’s. “This initiative aims
to change the face of education
today by equipping educational
administrators with the framework
for virtue that needs to be at the
forefront in our schools, and in
the hearts and minds of those
leading our schools.”

Other components of the initiative
include establishing an annual
retreat on character and virtue

in leadership, developing a
School of Character Designation,
designing a character and virtue
professional development series
for partner schools, and creating
online modules. In addition, Saint
Mary’s will explore other program
pathways and credentials related
to this theme that includes
microcredentials, certificates, and
additional degrees.

“We are incredibly grateful to
the Kern Family Foundation

for their partnership with us

on this important initiative,”

said Audrey Kintzi, vice
president for Advancement and
Communication at Saint Mary’s.
“School administrators have an
arduous but extremely important
job, and as they face the many
challenges that exist in today’s
education systems, our goal is to
arm them to lead with integrity
and to set an example for their
faculties and staff and the
students in their care.”

“Our School of Education prides
itself in being one of the state’s
largest providers of principal,
superintendent, and director of
special education candidates,”
said Lynn Albee, Ed.D., interim
dean of Education. “Through

our collaborative relationship
with eduCATE, we are able to
positively impact the educational
experiences of students in
Wisconsin as well. This is an
exciting opportunity for Saint
Mary’s Educational Administration
program to really make a
difference in the lives of Midwest
school leaders, as well as the
children in schools.”
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Vision, compassion,

and commitment are all
characteristics of leadership.
Each year hundreds of alumni,
parents, and friends provide
leadership support to Saint
Mary'’s. The Leadership Society
recognizes generous individuals
and organizations who give
$1.000 or more to Saint Mary’s
University on an annual basis.
The generosity of this group
enables Saint Mary’s to enhance

2019-2020 Leadership Society
Honor Roll

Gifts of $1,000 or more received
between June 1, 2019 and
Feb. 27, 2020.

Anonymous (2)

Khaled Abughazaleh

AGS, Inc.

Charles & Ellora Alliss
Educational Foundation

Altra Federal Credit Union

Aroha Philanthropies

Arts Midwest

Dr. John N.’65 and Ellen Barrett

Dr. Kevin F.’75 and Jane Barrett

Dr. James A. 61 and Dorothy
Barter

Jennifer Baryl ‘86
Thomas J. ’58 and Gail Baryl

John W. 54 and Jane (Ritter)
CST’55 Beaty

Larry S. Beyna '67

Bk5K Youth Fund of Winona

John L.’64 and Mary
(Broghammer) CST’64 Boege

Edward J. Bohrer ’57

Most Rev. Robert H. Brom '60

Lou Brown-Jewell

Barbara (Bennett) Burchill
CST'71

Patricia (Migely) Burke 93

Rev. James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D.

Mary Burrichter and Bob Kierlin

John C.’66 and Catherine
Calabrese

Thomas C. ’70 and Bonnie
Callen

Michael J. 73 and Sally
(Weldon) '74 Cannon

Terry (Malloy) '71 and Chuck
Chism

Rowan and Joan Chlebowski

Donald J. ’63 and Judith Christl

Pauline (McMahon) '86 and
Christopher Cimaszewski

the outstanding academic,
leadership, and service-
learning experiences we
offer our students. Whether
left unrestricted to the Saint
Mary’s Fund or designated to
specific initiatives, leadership
gifts make a real difference in
transforming the lives of our
students.

Jean llIsley M’79 and Richard W.
Clarke

Deidre (Chase) 84 and Brian
Clingen

Dr. Joseph A. Cochran ’00

John J. ’58 and Patricia Coffey

Jerome A.’69 and Mary (Fiss)
CST’71 Colletti

Sheila A. Collins ’76 and David
Vargo

Stephen A.’78 and Camille
Coman

Father Gerald W. Conway 53t

James L. '69 and Marianne
Coogan

James R. Cooney '60

Philip H. Corboy Foundation

William Coughlan, AFSC °'65

Dr. David M. ’65 and Gayle
Cratty

Shirley (Hazelton) Curbow ’84

Thomas J. ’59 and Helen Daly

Dr. Michael J. De Stefano ’'67

James Dease '69

Lorraine (Purcell) ’77 and Gerrit
DeBruin

A. Richard '63 and Janice
Deitering

Mary A. Dempsey '75

Margaret (Hans) '76 and
Stephen Diebold

Margaret E. & Stephen E.
Diebold Foundation Inc.

Dr. Mark and Catherine Dienhart

Dr. James R.’79 and Anne
(Lock) '79 Dolan

Dr. John M.’77 and Joan
(Fallon) CST’'78 Domanico

Michael J.’66 and Claudia
(Drvota) CST’68 Dooley

Elizabeth (Skiba) '76 and
Michael G. 76 Dougherty

James F. ’64 and Mary (St.
John) CST’65 Dougherty

Daniel P. Drury '58

Dr. Robert F.’73 and Janet
Duffy

Kevin P.’76 and Susan
(McGuire) CST’76 Dunigan

Michael J. Dyer ’91

Thomas E. '67 and Mary Ann
Dyer

Dr. Edward A.’59 and Edna Ellis

Joseph J. Elston ’51

Gary L.’67 and Theresa Engel

Lt. Col. Damian G.’'63 and
Susan Evans

Theresa (Kukowski) '83 and
Greg Evans

Thomas J.’76 and Monica
(Herriges) '77 Evon

Debra J. M’'03 and Mark Fagan

Susan A. M’08 and Timothy
Fangel

Michael M. Feeney '64

Dr. Michael T.’75 and Priscilla
Flynn

William J. ’61 and Sheila Ford

Dr. John E. 74 and Marcine
Forrette

Dr. Marilyn Frost and Dr. Ruth
M. Mathews '76, M’81

Thomas J. Garden ‘64

Dr. James M. ’68 and Glenda
Gentile

Stanley J. 64 and Judith Getch

Dr. Charles K. 77 and Kerry
Gilarski

Good Heart Work Smart
Foundation

Michael M. ’62 and Joette
Gostomski

Gostomski Family Foundation

Raymond R. ’55 and Dolores
Greabe

Stephen J. Griffin ’'79

Joseph F.’70 and Suzanne
Gross

Joseph R. ’89 and Meri Guillou

Louis A.’58 and Maureen
Guillou

James P. ’61 and Mary Sue
Hackett

Hal Leonard Publishing

Holly Hall M'11

Dr. Henry J.’75 and Mila
Handler

John L. Hanna '70

Gordon M. Hannon '86 and Chip
Payos

Cecil and Terri Harrison

Helen M. Harrison Foundation

Roger S.’67 and Elaine
Haydock

John Hedrick and Family

Jay '66 and Signe Heffern

Dr. David L. Hegg ’'53

C. Philip Heinle "17

Dr. Patric ’61 and Carole
(Dwyer) CST’61 Hendershott

Hendrickson Family Foundation

Jerry J. and Noreen Hennessy

William C. ’70 and Kathy
(Stransky) CST’71 Herzog

Douglas A.’84 and Stacy
Hettinger

Joseph A.’87 and Ann Marie
(Brooks) '85 Hettinger

Hiawatha Education Foundation

Dr. Jeffrey R. Highland, AFSC

James E. 74 and Ann Hoey

Rebecca (Glenn) 86 and David
Hood

Initial Teaching Alphabet
Foundation

Henry P.’83 and Noreen
Jakobsze

Robert A.’61 and Marilyn (Wolf)
CST’61 Janka

John G.’67 and Mary (Yule)
CST’69 Jelinek

Sen. Michael O. Johanns ’71
Amy (Moulton) Johnson ’93

Jeffrey L. 74 and Debbie
Johnson

Matthew J. and Donna Johnson
Charles G. '66 and Katherine
Joseph

Anthony '63 and Carol Ann
Jurewicz

Betty Z. Kabara

Daniel F. Keegan '55

George P. and Mary Ann Kendall

George R. Kendall Foundation

The Robert D. and Patricia E.
Kern Family Foundation

Joseph S. Kerns '67

Stephen L. and Frances
Kieselhorst

Hon. Thomas L. ’78 and Mary
(Hildebrand) 79 Kilbride

Audrey P. and Ron E. Kintzi

t deceased



Thomas H. 66 and Ann
(Bateman) CST’66 Klein
Patrick K. Kobler '77

Roberta J. M’'08 and Troy
Kochevar

Dr. John W. 76 and Deborah
(Cantieri) '77 Kolb

Dr. Randy J. Krainock and Dr.
Kristie K. Shappell

W & M Krug Family Foundation

William J. and Marta R. Krug

Gregory M. 79 and Kathleen
(Kust) '79 Kruzel

Linda A. Kuczma ’'78

Roger D. Kurdys '64

Andrew G. ’65 and Janet Kurz

Dr. Thomas E. 73 and Barbara
Kwiatt

Michael J.’77 and Linda (Hines)
CST’79 Laak

Label Design

Kathryn Shaw ’74 and Larry
LaBonté '74

Eugene F. ’54 and Gwen Lavin

John V. and Cindy Leaf

Winnifred Lejk

Dennis and Judith Lewis

Dr. Michael A. Linden '98 and
Marc Schulte

Estate of Monsignor Roy E.
Literski’49

Mary Kay Locher

Adeline and Bernard Lococo,
FSC ’'58, M’63, Charitable
Fund

Judy (Mullins) ’83 and John R.
84 Lucas

Dr. Larry and Janet Luttmers

M.J. Products Company Inc.

Dr. Wayne E. Mackie ’62

Alisa Macksey

Dr. Thomas F. ’57 and Beatrice
Maguire

Susan and Walter Marshall

John O.’58 and Mary Jo Martin

Tamara L. Matthees '88 and
Randy Galewski

Stephen R. Mayer '66

William P. McCarthy '70

John T.’64 and Janet McEnery

William ’60 and Dr. Mercedes
(Brabender) CST’61 McGowen

Thomas M. ’59 and Judith
McKenna

William M. and Catherine Meeh

Dr. Andrew ’61 and Dr. Kay
Melnyk

Kendrick B. Melrose Family
Foundation

Merchants Bank

Ann E. M’95 and Mark
Merchlewitz

Dr. John Merfeld
Paul J. ’64 and Carole Meyer

Dr. Gerard J.’62 and Janice
Mikol

Hugh and Vera Miller

James F. ’58 and Marianne
(McGrath) CST’58 Miller

Mary (Burke) Mills '79

Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (MIAC)

Minnesota Private College
Council

Minnesota Private College Fund

Monica (Hennessy) ‘86 and
Edward Mohan

Mary J. Moxness CST’71

Dr. Paul F.’81 and Patricia (Gies)
’81 Mulcahy

Bart T. 78 and Lilly Murphy

Hon. James V. ’66 and Carol
Murphy

Kevin J.’85 and Kay Murphy

Benjamin S. ’96 and Robyn
Murray

Jeb Myers

Nesnah Group, LLC

Dr. Lorin I.’52 and Janet
Nevling

Gregory ‘80 and Peggy Nilles

Will and Shirley Oberton

Dr. Orest R.’57 and Mary Ann
Ochrymowycz

Dr. John F. O’Connell 111’80

Dr. Thomas P. O’Farrell 58

Kaye O’Leary

Kenneth J.’59 and Rita Ortman

Gerald V. ’62 and Pat Papenfuss

Louis F. ’66 and Eileen Parker

John C. & Carolyn Noonan
Parmer Private Foundation

Dr. Richard J. ’66 and Patricia
(Mostardi) CST’66 Paul

David R.’78 and Ronda
Pawelski

Peter D.’70 and Mary Ann
Pearson

Thomas J. 70 and Ann (Miller)
CST’69 Persoon

Nicole (Lynch) ‘03, C’'04, M09
and Travis Peterson

Ronald A. Petrich '69 and Dr.
Mary Pauly

Dennis and Sally E. Phenow

Joseph P.’80 and Golnar
Phillips

Kathryn Gavin Piechowski ‘88

Timothy J. Piechowski ’88

Anthony M., AFSC '69, M’82 and
Kathleen (Ordahl) CST'70
Piscitiello

Sal F.’67 and Eileen Polizzotto

Matthew M. Popek '07

Premier Banks

Thomas J. Purtell, Jr. '68

Roger J. ’66 and Betty
Pytlewski

Most Rev. John M. Quinn

Ready Bus Company Inc./
Minnesota Coaches Inc.

Donald B. Regan ’51

John Regan

Andrew Remick

John D. and Mary Ann (Wera)
CST’64 Remick

Robert G.’77 and Debra Rettig

Dr. Lawrence A. 66 and Rill Ann
Reuter

Dr. Steven W. ’79 and Susan
Rice

Dr. Thomas J. ’82 and Eileen
(Long) ’82 Rice

John W.’48 and Joan Richter

Walter and Mary Ann Riebenack

John and Colleen Robertson

Dr. Robert R. ’63 and Patricia
Roche

Thomas J. 73 and Susan
(Fiegen) ’'75 Rodell

Joseph J.’67 and Barbara Ross

RTP Company

Bernard J. Rysavy '55

John J.’73 and Christine
(Dohring) CST’74 Sabados

Saint Mary’s Press

Patrick A.’75 and Linda Salvi

David F. Savickas '62

Robert and Joan Schaupp

Robert W. 69 and Mary
(Hartmann) CST’71 Schmidt

Margaret (Dise) ‘81 and Thomas
Schneider

Dr. William R. Schreck, Jr.’63
and Dr. Diane Buck

SF Foundation

James and Lisa Shafranski

Lawrence P. Shomion '69

James H. Shrake '53

Loras H. ’60 and Rose Sieve

Dr. Ronald J. ’61 and Marcia
Simone

Sandra (Kaiser) Simon CST’72

Bruce R. Sirus ’'73

Robert C. Skemp 49

Ray Skowyra and Marianne
Short

Slaggie Family Foundation

Michael J. 93 and Amanda
Slaggie

Steve and Barb Slaggie

Dr. John Smarrelli, Jr.

James D. '60 and Nancy
Smessaert

Gail (Thompson) '80 and Terry
Smith

Dr. Pat M. Sommerville

Mooreen W. M’04 and David
Sonday

Bruce K. ’65 and Marie
Sorensen

Kelly Shutrop Sorg ’'88

Southeastern Minnesota Arts
Council

Thomas A.’75 and Jolyn
Stanley

Laurence and Lorraine Stanton

Dr. John J.’66 and Elizabeth
Stegeman

Angela (Scully) Steger '76

Gregory ’74 and Catherine
(Trusk) '76 Stevens

StringWorks, Inc.

Daniel P.’66 and Sandra (Fox)
CST’66 Sullivan

Ronald F. Symusiak ’61

Troy and Regina Tepp

David R. ’59 and Marlys Thies

Richard J. Thill, Jr.’70

Thrivent Financial

William P. Waddick, Jr. and
Renee Torbenson

John C.’92 and Katie Trainor

Dr. Robert W. 76 and Dr. Ann
(O’Connor) 77 Trauscht

Frank and Dr. Carol (Wiltgen)
CST’76 Trotter

Dr. Donald G. ’65 and Jane
Truhlar

Paul F.’76 and Susan Trunk

Dr. Scott V. ’72 and Kathleen
(Williams) CST’74 Turner

Stephen M. and Margaret S.
Tyler

Dr. Timothy E. 69 and Marilyn
(Yanchar) CST’69 Tyre

Robert K. Udziela '66

George A.’65 and Cathy Valaika

Jeff and Dr. Marcy Van Fossen

Dr. F. Lee '63 and Mamiko Van
Horn

Katherine Vennetti

John J. Vosicky '70

Dale M. ’72 and Nancy Wagner

Bernie and Jan L. Wagnild

Vincent J. ’72 and Kathleen
(Bishop) 74 Walker

Walmart

The Wasie Foundation

Jeffrey and Marci Waters

Dr. Amanda L. Weinmann 07

Marc J. Weisenburger ’75

Dr. Harvey F. Weiss '59

Michael and Angela Wentink

Michael T.’66 and Susan
(Haeny) CST’'66 Whalen

Robert H. ’67 and Patricia
Wheeler

Richard B. ’57 and Suzanne
Willett

William Miller Scrap Iron &
Metal Co.

Mr. and Mrs. John Wing

The Winona Hims

Charles F. Wiser, Jr. 56

Mary Pat (Navins) Wlazik '73

WNB Financial

Charles S.’76 and Terry
Wolande

James J. ’81 and Janet Wolande

Wolande Foundation

WPM, LLC

Xcel Energy Foundation

Sophia Yang

John J.’82 and Katherine
(Brooker) 83 Zachary
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